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HORIZONTAL 
ELEMENTS 
DEFINING SPACE



BASE PLANE

• This field of grass represents a 

base plane. Like the example 

shown in the book, the horizontal 

plane lying in the background 

makes a flat base.



ELEVATED BASE PLANE

• This butte in a desert, is an elevated 

base plane due to its tall height and 

flat surface. It establishes a space 

between the ground and the base of 

the butte.

This  Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.deviantart.com/boldfrontiers/art/Factory-Butte-810031045
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


DEPRESSED BASE PLANE 

• The Grand Canyon is a brilliant 

example of a depressed base 

plane. The ground is depressed to 

create a lower base and define a 

volume of space.

This  Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.viaggi-usa.it/tour-grand-canyon/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


OVERHEAD PLANE

• The tree in the savannah is an 

example of an overhead plane. The 

head of the tree covers a lot of 

ground and that defines a space 

between the tree and the ground.



VERTICAL 
ELEMENTS 
DEFINING SPACE

This  Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://vixeria.deviantart.com/art/Empty-Room-Corner-559001751
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


VERTICAL LINEAR ELEMENTS

• The columns in this photo indicate multiple 

points on the floor of that building. This is an 

example of vertical linear elements.



SINGLE VERTICAL PLANE

• In this picture, there is a wall (with two 

paintings) standing in the middle of the 

room. This wall is acting much like a 

column, but it is far much wider than a 

vertical linear element. This makes it a 

single vertical plane.

This  Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://ifitshipitshere.blogspot.com/2013/11/part-two-modern-mansion-with-wrap.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


L-SHAPED CONFIGURATION OF PLANES

• Even though the bookcase is 

covering up the corner, there is an 

L-shaped configuration in this 

picture. The corner indicates a 

diagonal going toward the room.

This  Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://diy.stackexchange.com/questions/18871/how-do-i-make-built-in-bookcases-for-the-corners-of-a-room
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


PARALLEL VERTICAL PLANES

• Parallel Vertical Degrees define an amount 

of space in between two planes. Hallways 

are excellent examples of these vertical 

elements.



U-SHAPED PLANES

• U-shaped planes have an inward 

focus of space. A racquetball court 

has u-shaped planes. 

This  Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.howmuchisit.org/racquetball-court-cost/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


FOUR PLANES: CLOSURE

• The courtyard on the right is an 

example of an enclosed space. All four 

walls are completely encasing the area. 

This  Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Courtyard_of_the_museum,_2014-12-05.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


QUALITIES OF 
ARCHITECTURAL SPACE



DEGREE OF ENCLOSURE

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

• The college dorm rendering on the 

right represents a degree of 

enclosure. There are a few 

openings on three sides of the 

room.



LIGHT

• When light hits a surface, its 

brightness is reflected off nearby 

surfaces. This skylight in a bathroom 

is a good example. It brings in 

natural light.

This  Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://www.dudeiwantthat.com/household/lighting/coelux-artificial-skylights.asp
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


VIEW

• A view is an important quality of 

architectural space. It adds a bit of 

focus to a room. The underwater 

view in this room is the latter’s main 

focus. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://ifitshipitshere.blogspot.com/2013/02/water-discus-is-another-proposed.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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