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What is 
Postmodernism?

• “Postmodernism is an eclectic, 
colorful style of architecture and 
the decorative arts that appeared 
from the late 1970s and continues 
in some form today. 
(Postmodernism)” 
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History

• “It emerged as a reaction to 
Modernism and the Modern 
Movement and the dogmas 
associated with it. By the 1970s, 
Modernism had begun to seem 
elitist and exclusive, despite its 
democratic intentions. The failure 
of building methods and materials 
(shown in the collapse of Ronan 
Point, a tower in east London in 
1968) and alienating housing 
estates was a focus for architects 
and critics in the early 1970s. 
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Learning From Las Vegas 
(1972)

• “A later work, ‘Learning from Las Vegas (1972),’ 
deconstructed the signs of the Las Vegas strip and divided 
buildings into ‘ducks,’ the sculptural buildings that 
embodied their message within the structure and the 
‘decorated shed,’ which used signs to communicate its 
message. In practice, it meant the rediscovery of the 
various meanings contained within the mainly classical 
architecture of the past and applying them to modern 
structures. The result was an architecture that embodied 
historical allusion and dashes of whimsy. 
(Postmodernism)”

This Photo by Unknown Author i s l icensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learning_from_Las_Vegas
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Key 
Characteristics

• “Mish mash of architectural styles 
and periods”

• “Sculptural forms”

• “Frequent embrace of bright 
color, sometimes in the form of 
ceramic tiles or colored glass”

• “Liberal use of classical 
ornamental details taken from 
past architectural movements 
often mixed and matched in 
unconventional ways 
(Hohenadel)“
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Key 
Characteristics 
(cont.)
• “Use of Abstraction”

• “Characterized by playfulness, 
whimsy, humor, & irony

• “Use of trompe l’oeil”

• ”Idiosyncratic rule-breaking forms 
that defied the dogmatic codes of 
Modernism (Hohenadel)”
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